
 

  
  

Weather Centre 

  
  
  

 
-3°C 
  
Partly cloudy 
Calgary

� Detailed Forecast 

  

�   
�   

�   

� canada.com home  

� Log in 

� Webmail  

  

Calgary Herald 

  
Division of Canwest Publishing Inc.  

2010 Wintergames  

  
  
  

Weather Centre 

  
  
  

 
-3°C 
  

Newspapers

TV Networks

Page 1 of 14Calgary council to vote on tow truck program

2010/01/18http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Calgary+council+vote+truck+program/2454295/stor...



Partly cloudy 
Calgary

� Detailed Forecast 

  

�   

� Search  

  

� Quick links:  
� ShopLocal,  
� Obituaries,  
� Horoscope,  
� Lotteries  

  

� Home 
� Don't miss: 

� Haiti Earthquake  
� Remembering Michelle Lang  
� Check Calgary traffic cameras  
� Calgary Herald breaking news on Twitter  
� Road to the Superbowl  

  
» RSS 

� News 
� Calgary  
� Alberta  
� Politics  
� National  
� World  
� Good News  
� Weather  
� Traffic Cams  
� Today's Paper  

� Opinion 
� Blogs  
� Reader Comments  
� Letters  
� Submit a Letter  
� Columnists  
� Editorials  
� Op–Ed  
� Editorial Cartoon  

� Business 
� Real Estate  
� Energy  
� Money  
� Markets on FP  

� Sports 
� Flames/Hockey  
� Football  
� Baseball  
� Curling  
� Golf  
� MMA  

Page 2 of 14Calgary council to vote on tow truck program

2010/01/18http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Calgary+council+vote+truck+program/2454295/stor...



� Lacrosse  
� Rodeo/Chucks  
� College/High School  
� Soccer  
� 2010 Olympics  

� Entertainment 
� Celebrity  
� Movies  
� Television  
� TV Listings  
� Theatre  
� Music  
� Books  
� Local Festivals  

� Life 
� Relationships  
� Family  
� Food  
� Fashion & Beauty  
� Outdoors  
� Green Guide  
� Diversions - Comics & Games  
� Mike Holmes  
� Hers  

� Health 
� Women  
� Men  
� Family & Child  
� Seniors  
� Sexual Health  
� Diet & Fitness  
� Health Club  
� H1N1  

� Technology 
� Personal Tech  
� Gaming  
� Tech–Biz  
� Internet  
� Environment  
� Space  
� Science  
� Best of YouTube  

� Travel 
� Alberta  
� Trip Ideas  
� Tools & Tips  
� Community  
� Destination Guides  
� Ski Guide  

� Jobs 
� Search Jobs  
� Resources  
� Post Jobs  
� My Profile  

� Cars 
� New  
� Used  
� Weekly Specials  
� Sell  
� Research & Compare  
� News & Events  

Page 3 of 14Calgary council to vote on tow truck program

2010/01/18http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Calgary+council+vote+truck+program/2454295/stor...



� Videos  
� Features  
� Calgary Auto Show  

� Homes 
� For Sale/Rent  
� Buy & Sell Tips  
� Renovating  
� Decorating  
� Gardening  
� Condos  
� Vacation Homes  
� Green Homes  
� Mike Holmes  
� Virtual Tours  

� Classifieds 
� Announcements  
� Dating  
� Obituaries  
� Job Listings  
� Car Listings  
� Real Estate For Sale/Rent  
� ShopLocal  
� Place an Ad  

  
  
  

Calgary council to vote on tow truck program 

  

  
By Jason Markusoff, Calgary HeraldJanuary 18, 2010 7:29 AMBe the first to post a comment 
  
  

� Story 
� Photos ( 1 ) 

  

Page 4 of 14Calgary council to vote on tow truck program

2010/01/18http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Calgary+council+vote+truck+program/2454295/stor...



 
   

A tow truck driver surveys the process of untangling of 
the wreckage of an accident during a snowfall last 
Februrary. 

Photograph by: Ted Rhodes, Calgary Herald 

CALGARY - Tow trucks could soon be at the ready to whisk banged-up or stalled cars off major city roadways if aldermen 
approve taking $636,000 from rainy-day reserves to fund a one-year test of a program that Ald. Diane Colley-Urquhart has 
long urged. 

The Ward 13 representative said she'd prefer that the city recoup those towing fees, like it does for vehicles impounded for 
parking violations. 

But since city officials are cool to the idea of bundling this trial project in with its parking and police tow contract, Colley-
Urquhart said she'd urge colleagues to tap the fiscal stability reserve, the emergency fund that sits at $148 million, and keep 
property taxes low. 

Colley-Urquhart said she's loath to tap the reserve fund, but demanding city officials find an extra $636,000 is tricky. 

"They really are tight with their budgets," she said. 

According to a report, the city would have to pay $84.80 an hour per truck to have tow trucks at standby during weekday 
rush hours at five traffic choke points: 

-Macleod Trail between Anderson and 162nd Avenue; 

-Crowchild Trail N.W. over the Bow River; 

-Glenmore Trail between Crowchild and 14th Street; 

-Memorial between Edmonton Trail and Deerfoot; and 
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-A truck roving Deerfoot, 

In the past, the city has hired standby trucks during construction on Macleod Trail and Glenmore. In eight months patrolling 
Glenmore in 2005 and 2006, a city-paid truck cleared out 18 collisions or stalls, shaving between five and 30 minutes off the 
normal tow-truck response time. 

"It's the biggest complaint, really, the traffic backups with an accident and the accident stays on the road," said Ald. Linda 
Fox-Mellway. 

If an aldermanic committee endorses the plan this week and council does next month, the trucks could be ready within 
weeks, said city traffic manager Troy McLeod. 

However, he said it's difficult to recoup costs, because while people intentionally flout parking rules, they don't mean to get 
into a crash and could use their own service plans to get their cars off the road. 

Fox-Mellway agreed it's unfair to charge those unlucky drivers. 

"It's called an accident for a reason," she said. 

jmarkusoff@theherald. canwest.com 
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